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SUBJECT (ynclassified) Colonel John Knox Amold, Jr., 12124, USAF, et al . 


SUMMARY 
1. Pursuant to the oral instructions of the Assistant Vice Chief of Staff of 17 May 
1956, the Directorate of Special Investigations (IG) prepared and sent to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation a special report containing all information bearing upon Colonel 
Arnold's disclosures of Restricted Data information to the Chinese Communists, 























2. This Directorate has now received from the FBI a copy of a memorandum to that 
Bureau by the Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security Division, dated 2 July 1956. 
In that memorandum it was pointed out that Colonel Armold's admission standing alone is 
insufficient to support a prosecution for a violation of the Atomic Energy Act, the 
Federal espionage statutes or 18 U.S.C. 2381, and that further investigation is not 
warranted, 


3. This Air Staff Summary Sheet is classified CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph 30¢(2)(a), AFR 205-1. 
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WELIAM M. TURNER 
Colonel, U. S. Air Force 

Acting Director of Special tayestipetions 
The Inspector General 
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cote) Colonsl JOHN KNOX ARNOLD, JR., 12224 ; ae anid His Crew, 


1. Colonel JOHN KNOX “ARNOLD ‘ dR. > and ten inembérs of” his crew were held by the 
Chinese Commniate in China’ from January” 1953 ‘aneil ‘Avgudt 1955.) Pursuant to the ine 
structions of the Assistant Viee Chief of Staff, an extensive investigation réelabive 
to them has been made by this Directorste. ‘Submission of a final report is delayed by 
reason. of the necessity for other Air Staff agencies and the Central. intelligence Agency — 
to review the voluminous date developed and submit views and’ recommendations as they 
pertain to the . specific purposed of this investigation. 


“Tt has. bean determined that these ‘indi viduala, collectively, ‘revealed information 
- to re Chinese Communists relative te the USAF and CIA classified wp to and including Top 
Secret. The more highly classified disclosures were made by Colonel, ARNOLD and Major 
WILLIAM H. BAUMER, AO-733766, including disclosures by Colonel ARVOLD as to sensitive 
intelligence aperations requiring a special. security clearance. In summary, these dis- 
closures pertained te identities of USAF personnel, including personnel of the 58lst ARC 
Wing aml the relation of its migsion to CLA; to identities of undercover CIA personnel 
and various operabions of CIA; to strategic reconnaissance by the USAF; to sterile alr 
eraft serviced aml maintained by the USAF and poaslbly used by GIA; and to USAF training, 
aircraft, and bases. Some of this information was reduced te writing over the sigature 
af the individual and volce recordings subseouentLly made. while in prison, these 
individuals were subjected to varying degrees of duress and coercion. 


3. Receints of complete information with respect to the views and recomendations of 
other Air Staff agencies and CIA ig anticipated in the immediate future, at which time a 
final report will he submitted. 


JOUN &. “MORRAY 

Brigadier General, U. S. Air Force 
Director of Special, Investigations 
The Inspector General 
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